Marihuana: drug or medicine? by Chmelová, Eliška
Diploma thesis „Marihuana: drug or medicine?” deals with recent change of a medicine law 
and with process enabling treatment by marihuana. It identifies stakeholders and advocacy 
coalitions involved in the law and public policy enforcement and explains what is the 
motivation for these coalitions and on which values is the motivation based. Using event 
analysis this thesis shows timeline of events moving towards the change of the law and 
reveals the stakeholders who are significant for the change. Their public speeches are 
analyzed and stakeholders are divided into advocacy coalitions on the basis of the analysis. 
The conclusion of the qualitative content analysis is verified by half structured interviews 
with stakeholders representing the coalitions. Three coalitions were identified in cannabis 
subsystem. First of them is liberal and tries to get the legalization trough, the second one tries 
to enable a treatment by marihuana for patients and the third coalition is skeptic to cannabis 
treatment. The thesis explains a participation of these coalitions on the change and their 
relations to each other.      
 
